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A wholesale confiscation of estates followed, and
Richard filled the south with his devoted adherents
from the north. All his efforts, indeed, were now
directed to prepare for the attack which was certain
to come. A truce with Scotland was concluded,
a fleet and army raised, Richmond was obliged to
leave Brittany and take refuge in France, and a
marriage was proposed between the Prince of Wales
and Elizabeth. But the opposition continued to
grow in strength. Popular feeling turned against
Richard, his position was weakened by the death
of his son, and Charles VIII. openly supported
the cause of Richmond. On the death of his wife
the king even thought of marrying his niece, a
desperate measure, which would have weakened
Henry's cause, but the indignation which the report
aroused compelled the abandonment of the idea.
Still Richard resolved to make a supreme effort
to save his throne, and, as soon as he heard that
Richmond was about to sail, he encamped at Notting-
ham to be ready to strike in any direction. But the
Stanleys, whom he had raised to high rank, were
secretly traitors. When Richmond landed at
Milford Haven he was speedily joined by Sir
William Stanley, and the opportune desertion of
Lord Stanley on the field of battle turned the scale
against the king. Market Bosworth was the scene
of the final struggle of the Wars of the Roses.
Here the Lancastrians gained a decisive victory
and Richard fell in the thick of the fight. With
his death active resistance ended, and Richmond was
acknowledged as Henry VII. (1485).